
 
 
 
 

SAMPSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING AGENDA  
 

April 8, 2024 
 

 6:00 pm Convene Regular Meeting (County Auditorium) 
      Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance  
      Approve Agenda as Published  

 

Item 1 Reports & Presentations  

 a. Water System Update 1-3 

Item 2 Public Hearing – Naming of Private Road 4-6 

Item 3 Action Items  

 a. Public Defender Office Space 7-8 

 b. Sale of County Owned Property 9-13 

 c. Newton Grove Rescue Building 14 

Item 4 Board Appointments 15-17 

Item 5 Consent Agenda 18 

 (as Board of Commissioners)  

 a. Approve the minutes of the November 20, 2023, November 27, 2023, 
      December 14, 2023, December 28, 2023, and March 4, 2024 meetings 

19-29 

 b. Adopt a Proclamation Recognizing April 2024 as Child Abuse Prevention 
Month 

30 

 c. Adopt a Proclamation Recognizing May 2024 as Older Americans Month 31-32 

 d. Approve a late property tax exemption request for Van Buren Solar, LLC 33-38 

 e. Approve budget amendments as submitted 39-68 

 f. Approve tax refunds and releases as submitted 69-85 

   



 

 (as Board of Health) 86 

 g. Approve Fee/CPT Update 87 

 h. Approve Environmental Health Fee Update 88 

Item 6 Board Information 89-95 

Item 7 Public Comment Section  

Item 8 Closed Session -  G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(3)&(a)(6)  

 Adjournment  



 

SAMPSON COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
            ITEM ABSTRACT 

 
ITEM NO. 1(a) 

 

  

     
  Information Only  Public Comment 

Meeting Date: April 8, 2024 x Report/Presentation  Closed Session 
   Action Item  Planning/Zoning 
   Consent Agenda  Water District Issue 

  
  
SUBJECT: Water System Update 

DEPARTMENT: Public Works 

PUBLIC HEARING: No 

CONTACT PERSON(S): Mark Turlington, Public Works Director 

PURPOSE: To receive information regarding 2022-2024 Water Projects 

ATTACHMENTS: Information Summary 

BACKGROUND: 
 

Public Works Director Mark Turlington will provide an update on the Water System as well as 
completed and ongoing projects.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION OR MOTION: 
 
No action necessary 
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SAMPSON COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ITEM ABSTRACT ITEM NO. 2 

Information Only Public Comment 

Meeting Date: April 8, 2024  Report/Presentation Closed Session 

x Action Item Planning/Zoning 

Consent Agenda Water District Issue 

SUBJECT: 
Public Hearing – Naming of Private Roads 

DEPARTMENT: 
Emergency Services/Administration 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
Yes 

CONTACT PERSON(S): 
Stephanie Shannon, Clerk to the Board 
Jessie Matthews, 911 Addressing Coordinator 

PURPOSE: To consider public input on the naming of certain private roads 

ATTACHMENTS: Memo/Ad 

BACKGROUND: 

We have duly advertised a public hearing to receive comments on the recommendations of the 
Road Naming Committee with regard to the names of certain private roads.  The Road Naming 
Committee recommends that 903EML-937 be named Quewhiffle Road 
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        530 Commerce St. 
(910) 631-1045

 Clinton, North Carolina 28328 
  www.sampsonnc.com 

M E M O R A N D U M:

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Ms. Stephanie Shannon, Clerk to the Board

Jessie Matthews, GIS Coordinator
Emily Burnette, GIS Technician

March 18, 2024

Private Road Name/Public Hearing Request

The Road Naming Committee members have reviewed road name suggestions for the 
following pending private road.  The Committee’s recommendation has been listed 
below:

PVT 903EML-937  Quewhiffle Rd

This is being forwarded for your review and if you concur, please place this on the Board’s 
agenda for consideration at a public hearing.

Please review and advise.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NAMING OF PRIVATE ROADS

The Sampson County Board of Commissioners will hold a public 
hearing at 6:00 p.m. (or as soon as possible thereafter) on 
Monday, April 8, 2024 in the County Auditorium, Sampson 
County Complex Building A, 435 Rowan Road, Clinton NC to 
consider public input on the naming of the following private 
roads:

PVT ROAD CODE 
903EML-937

PROPOSED NAME 
Quewhiffle Rd

Only those roads listed will be considered at this time.

The Board will also accept written comments until 5:00 p.m. on 
April 8, 2024 via email at sshannon@sampsonnc.com or via US 
Mail to Clerk to the Board, 406 County Complex Road, Building 
C, Clinton, NC 28328. Written comments submitted by members 
of the public will be read aloud by the Clerk and provided as 
part of the meeting minutes.

Questions or comments may be directed to the Office of the 
Clerk to the Board, 406 County Complex Road, Clinton, NC 28328 
(tel: 910/592-6308)
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SAMPSON COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
            ITEM ABSTRACT 

 
ITEM NO. 3(a) 

 

  

     
  Information Only  Public Comment 

Meeting Date: April 8, 2024  Report/Presentation  Closed Session 

  x Action Item  Planning/Zoning 

   Consent Agenda  Water District Issue 

  

  
SUBJECT: Public Defender Office Space 

 
DEPARTMENT: Finance 

PUBLIC HEARING: No 

CONTACT PERSON(S): David Clack, Finance Officer 
Juanita Brewington, Purchasing Officer 

PURPOSE: To approve the leasing of an office space for the Public Defender 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Memo 

BACKGROUND: 

The Public Defender is seeking an office space to house a staff of five individuals, potentially 
eleven individuals with a move in date of May 1, 2024.  County staff has found one location that 
meets the office space needs of the Public Defender.  This space is large enough to accommodate 
the need, ready to move in, and within walking distance of the Courthouse.  The negotiated 
price is $3,900.00 per month with a five-year term.   

RECOMMENDED ACTION OR MOTION: 
 

Authorize County Staff to move forward with the Public Defender’s Office Space Lease 
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406 County Complex Road, Suite 120, Clinton, N.C. 28328 
Telephone: 910-592-7181 extension 2256 
Fax: 910-592-1945 

Sampson County 
Finance Department 

Memo 
To: Ed Causey, County Manager 
From: Juanita Brewington, Purchasing & Contracting Officer 
Date: March 28, 2024 

Re: Space for Sampson County Public Defender’s office 

We have visited several available office spaces in search of a location to 
house the Public Defender’s office.  The Public Defender’s current budget 
calls for staff of five individuals and she anticipates a likely increase in space 
needs in the future to at least a staff of seven individuals. 
 
We found several available office spaces that required repairs, clearing out 
of items still in the offices, spaces larger than needed and some that are very 
expensive.  In our quest, we have found one location that we believe meets 
the office space needs of the Public Defender.  She has visited the office 
space and agrees that it will work.   
 
It is our recommendation that we pursue leasing the office space located at 
202 Sampson Street.  This space is large enough to accommodate the need, 
is ready to move in, and is located within walking distance of the Courthouse. 
We have been successful at getting a negotiated price of $3,900.00 per 
month (including utilities) with a 5 year term. This property is owned by 
Wilcare Facilities, Inc. 
 
The Public Defender has requested a move in date of May 1, 2024. 
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SAMPSON COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
            ITEM ABSTRACT 

 
ITEM NO. 3(b) 

 

  

     
  Information Only  Public Comment 

Meeting Date: April 8, 2024  Report/Presentation  Closed Session 

  x Action Item  Planning/Zoning 

   Consent Agenda  Water District Issue 

  

  
SUBJECT: Sale of County Property 

 
DEPARTMENT: Finance 

PUBLIC HEARING: No 

CONTACT PERSON(S): David Clack, Finance Officer 
Joel Starling, County Attorney 

PURPOSE: To begin the upset bid process for property located at 107 
Underwood Street 

 
ATTACHMENTS: Resolution, Public Notice, Survey 

 
BACKGROUND: 

The County has received an offer to purchase the property located at 107 Underwood Street (Old 
Emergency Services Building) in the amount of $25,000.00 from Pharming Company, LLC d/b/a 
Matthews Drug Store.  In accordance with N.C. General Statute § 160A-269, a notice of the 
proposed sale must be published describing the property and the amount of the offer, and also 
stating the terms under which the offer may be upset.  Following the upset bid procedures, the 
Board of Commissioners must approve the final high offer.  The property will be sold “as it, 
where is” and the buyer must pay with cash at the time of closing.  If no qualifying upset bid is 
received after the initial public notice, the offer from Pharming Company, LLC d/b/a Matthews 
Drug Store will be accepted.   

RECOMMENDED ACTION OR MOTION: 
 

Authorize the sale of the property through the upset bid procedure of N.C. General  
Statute § 160A-269. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
SALE OF COUNTY PROPERTY 

 
An offer of $25,000.00 has been submitted for the purchase of certain property 

owned by the County of Sampson, more particularly described as follows: 
 

BEING all of that tract or parcel of land containing 1.992 acres, more or less, as 
more particularly described as “New Lot 2” on the survey map entitled 
“Subdivision Plat on the Property of Sampson County at the Sampson County 
Veterans Park” prepared by Dewberry Engineers, Inc. under date of March 4, 
2024 and recorded in Map Book 116 at Page 32 of the Sampson County Registry; 
SUBJECT TO a 0.268 acre, more or less, easement for ingress, egress, and 
parking, to be retained by the County, as more particularly depicted on the 
aforementioned survey map; and 

 
Persons wishing to upset the offer that has been received shall submit a sealed bid 

with their offer to the office of the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners, located at 406 
County Complex Road, Building C, Clinton, NC 28328, by 5:00 P.M., April 23, 2024.  At 
that time the Clerk shall open the bids, if any, and the highest qualifying bid will become 
the new offer.  If there is more than one bid in the highest amount, the first such bid 
received will become the new offer. 

 
A qualifying higher bid is one that raises the existing offer to an amount not less 

than $26,300.00. 
 
A qualifying higher bid must be accompanied by a deposit in the amount of five 

percent (5%) of the bid; the deposit may be made in cash, cashier’s check, or certified 
check.  The County will return the deposit on any bid not accepted, and will return the 
deposit on an offer subject to upset if a qualifying higher bid is received.  The County 
will return the deposit of the final high bidder at closing. 

 
The buyer must pay cash at closing. 

 
The Board of Commissioners must approve the final high offer before the sale is 

closed.  The County reserves the right to withdraw the property from sale at any time 
before the final high bid is accepted and the right to reject at any time all bids. 

 
Further information may be obtained at the office of Clerk to the Board of 

Commissioners, 406 County Complex Road, Building C, Clinton, NC 28328, or at 
telephone (910) 592-6308 during normal business hours. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE SAMPSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
 

WHEREAS, Sampson County (the “County”) owns certain real property located at 107 
Underwood Street, Clinton, North Carolina 28328, being a portion of Sampson County Parcel ID 
No. 12-0101151-03 and more particularly described as follows: 

 
BEING all of that tract or parcel of land containing 1.992 acres, more or less, as more 
particularly described as “New Lot 2” on the survey map entitled “Subdivision Plat on the 
Property of Sampson County at the Sampson County Veterans Park” prepared by 
Dewberry Engineers, Inc. under date of March 4, 2024 and recorded in Map Book 116 at 
Page 32 of the Sampson County Registry; SUBJECT TO a 0.268 acre, more or less, 
easement for ingress, egress, and parking, to be retained by the County, as more particularly 
depicted on the aforementioned survey map; and 
 
WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ (“G.S.”) 153A-176 and 160A-269 authorize the County 

to sell property by upset bid after receipt of an offer for the property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County has received an offer to purchase the property described above in 

the amount of $25,000.00, submitted by Pharming Company, LLC d/b/a Matthews Drug Store 
(“Matthews”); and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
1. The Sampson County Board of Commissioners authorizes sale of the property 

described above through the upset bid procedure of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-269. 
 
2. The Clerk to the Board of Commissioners shall cause a notice of the proposed sale 

to be published.  The notice shall describe the property and the amount of the offer, and shall state 
the terms under which the offer may be upset. 

 
3. Persons wishing to upset the offer that has been received shall submit a sealed bid 

with their offer to the office of the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners within ten (10) days after 
the notice of sale is published.  At the conclusion of the ten (10) day period, the Clerk to the Board 
of Commissioners shall open the bids, if any, and the highest such bid will become the new offer. 
If there is more than one bid in the highest amount, the first such bid received will become the new 
offer. 

 
4. If a qualifying higher bid is received, the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners shall 

cause a new notice of upset bid to be published, and shall continue to do so until a ten (10) day 
period has passed without any qualifying upset bid having been received.  At that time, the amount 
of the final high bid shall be reported to the Board of Commissioners. 
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5. A qualifying higher bid is one that raises the existing offer by not less than ten 
percent (10%) of the first $1,000.00 of that offer and five percent (5%) of the remainder of that 
offer. 

 
6. A qualifying higher bid must also be accompanied by a deposit in the amount of 

five percent (5%) of the bid; the deposit may be made in cash, cashier’s check, or certified check. 
The County will return the deposit on any bid not accepted, and will return the deposit on an offer 
subject to upset if a qualifying higher bid is received. The County will return the deposit of the 
final high bidder at closing. 

 
7. The terms of the final sale are that:  

 
a. The Board of Commissioners must approve the final high offer before the 

sale is closed; 
 
b. The property will be sold “as is, where is” and with all faults, subject to 

easements of record, any zoning and other land use restrictions applicable to the property, 
any restrictive covenants applicable to the property, any matters that might be revealed by 
an accurate current survey, and any other matters of record. 

 
c. The buyer must pay with cash at the time of closing. 

 
8. The County reserves the right to withdraw the property from sale at any time before 

the final high bid is accepted and reserves the right to reject at any time all bids. 
 
9. If no qualifying upset bid is received after the initial public notice, the offer set 

forth above is hereby accepted. The Chairman is authorized to execute the instruments necessary 
to convey the property to Matthews. 
 
 ADOPTED, this the 8th day of April, 2024. 
 
 
       

____________________________________ 
      R. JEROL KIVETT, Chairman, 
      Sampson County Board of Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
STEPHANIE P. SHANNON,  
Clerk to the Sampson County Board of Commissioners 
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SAMPSON COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
            ITEM ABSTRACT 

 
ITEM NO. 3(c) 

 

  

     
  Information Only  Public Comment 

Meeting Date: April 8, 2024  Report/Presentation  Closed Session 

  x Action Item  Planning/Zoning 

   Consent Agenda  Water District Issue 

  

  
SUBJECT: Discussion of Newton Grove Rescue Building 

 
DEPARTMENT: Administration 

PUBLIC HEARING: No 

CONTACT PERSON(S): Ed Causey, County Manager 
Joel Starling, County Attorney 

PURPOSE: To discuss the potential lease and renovation of the Newton Grove 
Rescue Building 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  

BACKGROUND: 

At the time of agenda preparation, negotiations are still underway.  More information will be 
provided at the Board Meeting.   

RECOMMENDED ACTION OR MOTION: 
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SAMPSON COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
            ITEM ABSTRACT 

 
ITEM NO. 

 
4 

 

     
  Information Only  Public Comment 

Meeting Date:   April 8, 2024  Report/Presentation  Closed Session 

  x Action Item  Planning/Zoning 

   Consent Agenda  Water District Issue 

  

  
SUBJECT: Appointments/Positions 

 

DEPARTMENT: Governing Body 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: No 
 

CONTACT PERSON: Vice Chairperson Sue Lee 
 

PURPOSE: To consider appointments to various boards and commissions 
 

CVB Board – The CVB has requested to remove the current commissioner position from the 
Board of Directors.  They have also requested that the permanent position on the board be 
changed from the Director of the Sampson County Exposition Center to the Director of Sampson 
County Economic Development.   
 
Economic Development Advisory Board – The Economic Development Advisory Board has 
requested that Gary Mac Herring, Jr. be appointed to serve as Chair for fiscal year 2024-2025.  It 
has also been requested that Gary Mac Herring, Jr., Bill Scott, and Bartley Warren be reappointed 
to serve an additional three-year term effective July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2027. 
 
Southeastern Economic Development Commission – The SEDC has requested that Ray Jordan be 
appointed to serve on the SEDC Executive Board.   
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SAMPSON COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
            ITEM ABSTRACT 

 
ITEM NO. 

 
5 

 

     
  Information Only  Public Comment 

Meeting Date: April 8, 2024  Report/Presentation  Closed Session 

   Action Item  Planning/Zoning 

  x Consent Agenda  Water District Issue 
  
  

SUBJECT: Consent Agenda  
 

DEPARTMENT: Administration/Multiple Departments 
 

ITEM DESCRIPTIONS/ATTACHMENTS: 
 
(as Board of Commissioners) 

a. Approve the minutes of the November 20, 2023, November 27, 2023, December 14, 2023, 
December 28, 2023, and March 4, 2024 meetings 

b. Adopt a Proclamation Recognizing April 2024 as Child Abuse Prevention Month 

c. Adopt a Proclamation Recognizing May 2024 as Older Americans Month 

d.   Approve a late property tax exemption request for Van Buren Solar, LLC 

e. Approve budget amendments as submitted 

f. Approve tax refunds and releases as submitted 

(as Board of Health) 

       g.   Approve Fee/CPT Code Update 

       h.    Approve Environmental Health Fee Update 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION OR MOTION: 
 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda as presented 
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SAMPSON COUNTY                        November 20, 2023 

NORTH CAROLINA 

 

 The Sampson County Board of Commissioners reconvened for a recessed meeting at 

6:00 p.m. on Monday, November 20, 2023, in the Administrative Board Room, 406 County 

Complex Road, Clinton, North Carolina.  Members present: Chairman Jerol Kivett, Vice 

Chairperson Sue Lee, and Commissioners Thaddeus Godwin, Lethia Lee and Allen McLamb.   

 Chairman Jerol Kivett called the meeting to order and acknowledged Vice Chairperson 

Sue Lee who asked Commissioner Godwin to provide the invocation.  Vice Chairperson Sue 

Lee then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Godwin and seconded 

by Commissioner Lethia Lee, the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda as 

published.      

Item 1: Public Hearing – 2024 Revaluation Market Schedule of Values 

 Chairman Kivett opened a public hearing and asked if anyone would like to offer 

comments on the 2024 Revaluation Market Schedule of Values.  Hearing none, he closed the 

public hearing.   

Item 2:  Action Items 

 Airport Lighting and Signage Improvements Chairman Kivett called upon County 

Attorney Joel Starling who reviewed information regarding outdated and failing quartz airfield 

lighting, signage cables, and vault equipment at the Clinton-Sampson County Airport (CTZ).  

Mr. Starling also reviewed the scope of services for Task Order No. 2023-1, to be completed by 

AVCON Engineers & Planners, Inc.  Upon a motion by Chairman Kivett and seconded by 

Commissioner Godwin, the Board voted unanimously to authorize the execution of Task Order 

No. 2023-1 for Design, Bidding, and Grant Administration Services Between Sampson County, 

The City of Clinton, and AVCON Engineers & Planners, Inc. 

 Satisfaction of Security Instrument Chairman Kivett called upon County Attorney Joel 

Starling who informed the Board that the listed property owner was a recipient of funding from 

the Hurricane Floyd (1999) Crisis Housing Assistance Fund (CHAF).  As a stipulation of this 

funding, the County was required to place a Deed of Trust on the property for a period of 15 

years at which time, if the property taxes were current and the home was insured, the County 

was required to cancel the Deed of Trust.  The property owner has provided proof of current 

taxes and proof of insurance.  Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by 

Commissioner Godwin, the Board voted unanimously to authorize the execution of the 

Satisfaction of Security Instrument.  (Copy filed in Inc. Minute Book _____, Page _____.) 

Item 3:  Market Study Presentation 

 Chairman Kivett called upon Human Resources Director Nancy Dillman who discussed 

the Market Study process.  Ms. Dillman, along with a consultant from Baker Tilly, presented the 

Market Study to the Board in detail.  Ms. Dillman then shared the proposed compensation plan.   
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Item 4:  Closed Session – G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(3) 

 Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner Godwin, 

the Board voted unanimously to enter into closed session.  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Godwin and seconded by Commissioner Lethia Lee, the Board voted unanimously to come out 

of closed session. 

Recess to Reconvene 

 Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner Godwin, 
the Board voted unanimously to Recess to Reconvene on Monday, November 27, 2024 at 6:00 
p.m. in the Administrative Board Room. 

 

 

______________________________    ______________________________ 
R. Jerol Kivett, Chairperson         Stephanie P. Shannon, Clerk to the Board 
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SAMPSON COUNTY                        November 27, 2023 

NORTH CAROLINA 

 

 The Sampson County Board of Commissioners reconvened for a recessed meeting at 

6:00 p.m. on Monday, November 27, 2023, in the Administrative Board Room, 406 County 

Complex Road, Clinton, North Carolina.  Members present: Chairman Jerol Kivett, Vice 

Chairperson Sue Lee, and Commissioners Thaddeus Godwin, Lethia Lee and Allen McLamb.   

 Chairman Jerol Kivett called the meeting to order and acknowledged Vice Chairperson 

Sue Lee who provided the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Vice Chair Sue Lee also 

called for a moment of silence in memory of Sampson County Sheriff’s Deputy Sgt. Willie 

Bowden.  Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner 

Godwin, the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda with the following amendments: 

 -Added the approval of an updated lease for the Mt. Gilead Convenience Site      

 Commissioner Lethia Lee added comments in memory of Wake County Commissioner 

James West, who was born and raised in Sampson County.   

Item 1: Market Study Discussion 

 Chairman Kivett called upon Human Resources Director Nancy Dillman who informed 

the Board that some adjustments were needed to the Market Study as presented, but that staff 

still made the same recommendations.  Commissioners Thaddeus Godwin and Lethia Lee both 

expressed concerns about finding the money to accommodate staff recommendations, but 

ultimately agreed that employees deserved the proposed salary increases.  Upon a motion by 

Chairman Kivett and seconded by Commissioner Godwin, the Board voted unanimously to 

approve the market study and to follow the pay scale implementation recommended by Human 

Resources Staff.   

Item 2:  Mt. Gilead Convenience Site Lease 

 Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner McLamb, 

the Board voted unanimously to approve the updated Mt. Gilead Convenience Site Lease.  

(Copy filed in Inc. Minute Book _____, Page _____.) 

Item 3:  Closed Session – G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(3) 

 Upon a motion by Chairman Kivett and seconded by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee, the 

Board voted unanimously to enter into closed session.  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Godwin and seconded by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee, the Board voted unanimously to come out 

of closed session.   

Upon a motion by Chairman Kivett and seconded by Commissioner McLamb, the Board 

voted unanimously to adopt a resolution authorizing the County Attorney to execute 

documents opting out of the DuPont Settlement; and further authorizing the County Attorney 

to execute all necessary documents to engage Baron & Budd, P.C. in connection with potential 

claims against the Settling Defendants and others.  (Copy filed in Inc. Minute Book _____, Page 
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_____.)  Upon a motion by Commissioner Godwin and seconded by Commissioner McLamb, 

the Board, sitting as the Board of Directors for Sampson County Water and Sewer District I, 

voted unanimously to adopt a resolution authorizing the County Attorney execute documents 

opting out of the DuPont Settlement; and further authorizing the County Attorney to execute all 

necessary documents to engage Baron & Budd, P.C. in connection with potential claims against 

the Settling Defendants and others.  (Copy filed in Inc. Minute Book _____, Page _____.)  Upon a 

motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner Lethia Lee, the Board, 

sitting as the Board of Directors for Sampson County Water and Sewer District II, voted 

unanimously to adopt a resolution authorizing the County Attorney to execute documents 

opting out of the DuPont Settlement; and further authorizing the County Attorney to execute all 

necessary documents to engage Baron & Budd, P.C. in connection with potential claims against 

the Settling Defendants and others.  (Copy filed in Inc. Minute Book _____, Page _____.) 

Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner Godwin, 

the Board voted to approve a salary increase of 10% for the County Manager, as proposed in the 

Market Study.  Commissioner McLamb voted opposing the salary increase.   

Adjourn 

 Upon a motion by Commissioner Godwin and seconded by Commissioner McLamb, the 
Board voted unanimously to adjourn. 

 

 

______________________________    ______________________________ 
R. Jerol Kivett, Chairperson         Stephanie P. Shannon, Clerk to the Board 
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SAMPSON COUNTY                        December 14, 2023 

NORTH CAROLINA 

 

 The Sampson County Board of Commissioners reconvened for a recessed meeting at 

10:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 14, 2023, in the Administrative Board Room, 406 County 

Complex Road, Clinton, North Carolina.  Members present: Chairman Jerol Kivett, Vice 

Chairperson Sue Lee, and Commissioners Lethia Lee and Allen McLamb.  Members absent: 

Commissioner Thaddeus Godwin. 

 Chairman Jerol Kivett called the meeting to order and acknowledged Vice Chairperson 

Sue Lee who invited all present to join in saying the Lord’s Prayer.   Vice Chairperson Sue Lee 

then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded 

by Commissioner Lethia Lee, the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda as 

presented.   

Item 1:  Discussion of Funding for a new Hobbton High School 

 Chairman Kivett read a statement applauding the Sampson County Board of Education 

as well as the Hobbton Community for their conscientious efforts in obtaining a new high 

school while also touching on the importance of fiscal responsibility from the Board of 

Commissioners.  County Manager Ed Causey then read the proposed resolution approving the 

appropriation of money to provide the local contribution for the funding of a new Hobbton 

High School.  Commissioner Lethia Lee and Vice Chairperson Sue Lee both expressed their 

gratitude to the students of Hobbton High School for their respectful and heartfelt letters and 

emails regarding this funding request.  Chairman Kivett echoed these sentiments.  Upon a 

motion by Chairman Kivett and seconded by Commissioner McLamb, the Board voted 

unanimously to adopt a Resolution Approving the Appropriation of Money to Provide the 

Required Local Contribution of $4,228,314 for the Construction of a New Hobbton High School.  

(Copy filed in Inc. Minute Book _____, Page _____.) 

Adjourn 

 Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner McLamb, 
the Board voted unanimously to adjourn. 

 

 

______________________________    ______________________________ 
R. Jerol Kivett, Chairperson         Stephanie P. Shannon, Clerk to the Board 
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SAMPSON COUNTY                        December 28, 2023 

NORTH CAROLINA 

 

 The Sampson County Board of Commissioners convened for a special meeting at 10:00 

a.m. on Thursday, December 28, 2023, in the Administrative Board Room, 406 County Complex 

Road, Clinton, North Carolina.  Members present: Chairman Jerol Kivett, Vice Chairperson Sue 

Lee, and Commissioners Thaddeus Godwin, Lethia Lee and Allen McLamb.   

 Chairman Jerol Kivett called the meeting to order and acknowledged Vice Chairperson 

Sue Lee who provided the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Upon a motion by Vice 

Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner Godwin, the Board voted unanimously to 

approve the agenda as presented.   

Item 1:  Discussion of Solid Waste Availability Fee 

 Chairman Kivett called upon County Manager Ed Causey who discussed the 

controversy created by the Solid Waste Availability Fee.  He added that there have been 

discussions dating back at least a year regarding the Solid Waste Container Sites and how to 

pay for them.  Chairman Kivett then discussed the budget shortfall that the Board had to face 

during planning for this fiscal year.  He also read a portion of a press release regarding the 

recission of the Solid Waste Availability Fee.  Commissioner Godwin, Commissioner Lethia Lee, 

and Vice Chairperson Sue Lee all expressed their gratitude to GFL for agreeing to operate the 

Sampson County Convenience Sites at no cost for 30 months.  Vice Chairperson Sue Lee then 

read the proposed Ordinance Repealing the Sampson County Solid Waste Availability Fee at 

the request of Chairman Kivett.  Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by 

Commissioner Godwin, the Board voted unanimously to adopt the Ordinance Repealing the 

Sampson County Solid Waste Availability Fee.  (Copy filed in Ordinance Book _____, Page 

_____.)    

Adjourn 

 Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner Lethia Lee, 
the Board voted unanimously to adjourn. 

 

 

______________________________    ______________________________ 
R. Jerol Kivett, Chairperson         Stephanie P. Shannon, Clerk to the Board 
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SAMPSON COUNTY                                 March 4, 2024 
NORTH CAROLINA 

   
 The Sampson County Board of Commissioners convened for their regular meeting at 
6:00 p.m. on Monday, March 4, 2024, in the County Auditorium, 435 Rowan Road in Clinton, 
North Carolina.  Members present: Chairman Jerol Kivett, Vice Chairperson Sue Lee, and 
Commissioners Thaddeus Godwin, Lethia Lee, and Allen McLamb.   
 
 Chairman Jerol Kivett called the meeting to order and turned the meeting over to Vice 
Chairperson Sue Lee.  Commissioner Godwin provided the invocation and then led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.    
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
 Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner Godwin, 
the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda as published. 
 
Item 1:  Reports & Presentations 
 
 Sampson Area Transportation Rebranding Chairman Kivett called upon Sampson Area 
Transportation Director Rosemarie Oates-Mobley who shared information regarding the 
upcoming name change and rebranding of her department.  Mrs. Oates-Mobley shared that her 
department would be renamed Sampson County Public Transportation to improve public 
awareness about services that are provided and better serve the community.  She also extended 
an invitation to the 1st Annual NC Eastern Region Public Transportation “Roadeo” on May 18, 
2024, at the Clinton Expo Center from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.     
 
Item 2:  Planning & Zoning 
 
 R23-05 – Murphy Property Solutions, LLC Rezoning Chairman Kivett opened a public 
hearing and called upon Senior Planner Michelle Lance who reviewed a rezoning request by 
Dalton Murphy of Murphy Property Solutions, LLC, to rezone 10.60 acres of tax parcel 
12044528003 from Residential Agricultural (RA) to Commercial (C).  Mrs. Lance shared that this 
proposed rezoning was reviewed by the Sampson County Planning Board at its February 12, 
2024 meeting.  The Planning Board voted 5-0 to recommend the approval of the rezoning 
request and found it to be consistent with the Commercial designation and to positively align 
with the main purpose and intent of such designation.  Chairman Kivett opened the floor for 
public comments and hearing none closed the public hearing.  Upon a motion by Vice 
Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner Godwin, the Board voted unanimously to 
rezone the property as recommended by the Planning Board and adopt the following Zoning 

Consistency Statement: The Sampson County Planning Board finds the proposed rezoning to be 

consistent with the Rural Residential Land Use designation and to positively align with the main 

purpose and intent of such designation. The Sampson County Planning Board finds that the 

rezoning request is reasonable and in best public interest and all other permitted uses included 

in the Commercial (C) Zoning District are reasonable and in best public interest and 
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recommends approval to the Sampson County Board of Commissioners. The Sampson County 

Planning Board finds the proposed rezoning to be consistent with the land use plan. 
 
Item 3:  Action Items 

Public Hearing – Close-Out of 2020 CDBG-NR Program Chairman Kivett opened a public 
hearing and called upon Tammy Daniels from The Adams Company.  Ms. Daniels shared 
information regarding the 2020 CDBG-NR Program.  She shared that the program funded three 
home reconstructions and one home rehabilitation.  Chairman Kivett opened the floor for 
comments and hearing none closed the public hearing.   

Presentation and Approval for Audit for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023 Chairman Kivett 
called upon Wade Greene who presented the Audit for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023.   Mr. 
Greene reported that the County had a clean, single audit.  Upon a motion by Commissioner 
Godwin and seconded by Commissioner Lethia Lee, the Board voted unanimously to accept 
and approve the audit subject to submission and subsequent approval by the Local Government 
Commission.   
 
Item 4:  Board Appointments 

JCPC Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner Godwin, 
the Board voted unanimously to appoint Jim DeMay, Director of Public Safety Training at 
Sampson Community College to the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council. 

Trillium South Central Regional Advisory Board Upon a motion by Vice Chairperson Sue 
Lee and seconded by Commissioner Godwin, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Lynn 
Fields and JW Simmons to represent Sampson County on the local Regional Advisory Board for 
Trillium Health Services.   
 
Item 5:  Consent Agenda  

Upon a motion made by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner 
McLamb, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 

a. Approved the minutes of the February 5, 2024 meeting (Copy filed in Inc. Minute Book 
_____, Page _____.) 

b. Authorized Sampson County Emergency Services to accept a grant from the Homeland 
Security Grant Program for a Tabletop Exercise and approved the associated budget 
amendment 

c. Authorized Sampson County Emergency Services to accept a grant from the North 
Carolina Department of Information Technology/NC911 for portable radios and 
approved the associated budget amendment 

d. Authorized the withdrawal and disposal of all items that have been weeded from the 
collections of the Sampson-Clinton Public Library System and wrote off all items that 
have been donated to the library but not placed in the collection as of February 21, 2024 

e. Declared the service weapon used by Shawn Ford (Sig Sauer 9mm pistol, serial number 
47A065637) as surplus and allowed it to be transferred to the retiring employee 
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f. Approved budget amendments as submitted 

h. Approved tax refunds and releases as submitted 

 
Item 5:  County Manager’s Report 
 
      Chairman Kivett called upon County Manager Ed Causey who commended Department 
Heads on their diligent work pertaining to the audit and expressed his appreciation for the 
leadership of the Board of Commissioners.    

 
Item 6:  Public Comment Period 
 

Chairman Kivett opened the floor for public comments.  The following were received: 
 

Elaine F. Hunt, 7171 Old Warsaw Road, Turkey, NC – “Good evening.  I know you know why 
I’m up here.  Been here coming since 2022.  Feel like we’re family now in some ways and in 
some ways I do not.  I heard that it’s never the wrong time to do the right thing.  The right thing 
is to help and assist those who have put you where you are at this moment.  We like the others 
down our road desire to have County water.  I have brought you all samples of the water.  I 
have brought you a copy of the petition of people who desire to have County water.  I have 
brought you copies of my washing machine inside after I washed a load of clothes.  Now I bring 
to you a new towel that I just washed.  If you can see, you can see stains on it.  Brown 
discolored water after I wiped my washing machine this is what I got.  We need County water, 
people. We need County water.  I think it’s the right thing to do.  I don’t think you all are 
hearing me.  I think you see me but I think what I’m saying is falling on deaf ears and that is so 
discouraging because you wouldn’t be where you are if people such as myself wouldn’t have 
voted for you to help look after us and we need County water.  I’ve been told that there are 
grants that you all know about or you can research and find out about and I’ve had some come 
to me and tell me not to give up hope but it seems hopeless but I will keep coming.  And before 
I leave I have another problem.  Now I have chickens and rabbits and dogs coming back and 
forth in my yard.  I’ve called the Animal Control.  I’ve called Sheriff Thornton.  I talked to him 
this afternoon and I don’t hold it against him.  He said there’s no place to store chickens and 
rabbits and there’s no funding.  I don’t know what needs to be done but if I wanted chickens 
and rabbits I think I could go out and buy them for myself.  I don’t want other neighbors’ 
chickens and rabbits coming in my yard and staying in my yard and making messes that I have 
to clean up.  So to the addition of our desire and we desire and all who are in support of what 
I’m saying if you’ll stand up, if and as well as County water I want something done about that.” 
 
 
Anthony Monds, 6248 Autry Mill Road, Godwin, NC – “I’m back.  I want to piggy back on what 
the young lady just said.  I have other issues that I care not to discuss at this moment but next 
month’s meeting I will be discussing them.  One of the things I would like to submit to the 
Board is, as I stated last month, how does one get on these boards?  I asked the Vice Chair and I 
filled…there, there isn’t an application, you have to call and I spoke to Ms. Shannon about it 
and she got my information and you have a citizen who’s willing to get on a board and for 
whatever reason I cannot get on a board.  And so that is a major issue, one that I would like to 
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address tonight is how does one get on this board or these boards that I continue to see 
availability but I have not been contacted concerning a board and so that’s one of my concerns.  
Another concern is that I believe that’s vitally important is the fact of the matter that I believe by 
my since I’ve been attending is that there is a loss of touch with your constituents.  Why does 
one have to come and beg for water when water is a necessity?  We heard what the budget was 
and so on and so forth and water is a vital component for living and sustaining life.  Clean 
water is vitally important for every citizen.  It tends, and in this situation I have water, I have 
clean water and for those that do not it would seem to me if you have the availability to the 
desire to want to help your fellow constituents you will make a way.  I also see that there’s a 
disconnect also with the concerns that citizens brings to your attention from the time that I’ve 
been coming and observing and once again you may have forgotten or lost touch with the 
people who are out here this evening and that’s a shame and so the definition of insanity is if 
you always do what you’ve always done you’ll always get what you always got and it’s 
apparent at this moment in time what we have gotten is not what is desired or nor wanted for 
the community and for Sampson County advancing onward and upward into prosperity and 
prosperity does not mean necessarily people’s salaries in the sense of whatever they may be.  It 
means that all of us go together.  Not just one of us but all of us.  Remember that.  Y’all have a 
good evening.” 
 
James Faison, 393 Isham Frederick Road, Magnolia, NC – “Good evening.  I am a former 
resident of Sampson County.  I lived on Old Warsaw Road until I left for the military and so I 
can feel what these people are feeling with this water thing.  I went through that in Duplin 
County up to about 15 years ago but now I have County water for the last 15 years.  So, I know 
things can be done to get these people water.  You know we have a tendency that, it takes a 
special person to feel for other people.  Now if it’s for you or your family, if you need something 
done you’ll get it done.  But when it’s somebody else, a lot of times, its human nature, a lot of 
times people aren’t going to make the extra effort to get stuff accomplished, but you’ve seen 
samples of water that these people are experiencing.  How would you like to experience that or 
have family members have that same kind of water?  I know what it’s like because I’ve had it 
and it’s not any fun.  Rust in the back of your toilet, in your washing machine, smelling sulfur.  
It's not fun.  So, all that these people’s asking that, you know, like they said there’s a lot of 
grants out there and one thing this country is good about helping others.  We get clean water to 
other people in other countries, so you’re telling me that we can’t get water for people that’s 
paying taxes that live here?  I just ask you to put yourself in their place.  Put your family 
members in their place and see how you feel or what you want somebody else to do.  Thank 
you.” 
 
Lin Reynolds, 1435 Hollerin Road, Dunn, NC – “I’m here tonight to encourage all the registered 
voters that have not voted to get out and vote tomorrow.  Each year the county and state 
employees are required to have their work performance evaluated.  The voters will have the 
opportunity to evaluate the work performance of the County Commissioners for two districts 
tomorrow.  The results at the ballot box will also be an indicator of how the Board as a whole is 
doing in the eyes of the voters in regards to the management of local government.  The 
pandemic was a challenging time but one silver lining was government grants that allowed our 
County to install additional infrastructure and upgrade some buildings including a new 911 
and EMS facility.  I have a mailman that strows my mail, but I recently got a card from Mr. 
Kivett’s campaign highlighting what this Board has accomplished even though I live about 8 

28



miles away from his district.  I agree with most of the items of accomplishments on his 
campaign ad.  This Board has done a pretty good job of supporting initiatives presented by the 
County staff on the needs of the County.  There have been some questionable decisions by this 
Board, however.  The trash user fee was ill-advised.  The timing was a shake my head moment. 
To mention right before election time, right before Christmas time, and right before the tax 
deadline.  It was also, the tax department was asked to collect these items and the people where 
I live thought it was a tax.  They said the tax collector collects taxes.  It was a user fee so call it 
what you will.  Then GFL stepped up to absorb the cost of $2.2 million fee for the service.  My 
questions is will GFL be looking for a return on their investment in the future.  This water’s a 
little muddy from where I’m sitting.  The County completed a much-needed pay study in which 
the Commissioners supported by giving all the employees a 4% COLA.  They then decided to 
give the highest paid employee a 10% pay raise.  That’s another shake my head moment.  The 
County settled a lawsuit with the Sheriff’s Department.  The County paid the plaintiffs around 
$17,000 according to the newspaper.  The cost of the lawsuit ended up costing $300,000 of 
taxpayer money.  The plaintiffs got a little over $800 each.  The attorneys were the real winners 
in this event of the $300,000 of our tax money.  The losers in this case were the taxpayers.  You 
can check on the facts and get out and vote tomorrow.  I encourage everybody to use this to 
decide how to vote.  Thank you.” 

Adjournment 

Upon a motion made by Vice Chairperson Sue Lee and seconded by Commissioner 
Godwin, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn.  

___________________________________    ______________________________________ 

R. Jerol Kivett, Chairman      Stephanie P. Shannon, Clerk to the Board 
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Proclamation Recognizing April 2024 as Child Abuse Prevention Month

WHEREAS, children are our state’s most vulnerable members as well as our state’s most valuable 
resources, helping to shape the future of North Carolina; and 

WHEREAS, positive childhood experiences (PCES) – like loving caregivers and safe, stable, and 
nurturing relationships – can help mitigate trauma and the negative impact of adverse childhood 
experiences (ACES) to promote the social, emotional, and developmental well-being of children; and 

WHEREAS, childhood trauma can have long-term psychological, emotional, and physical effects 
throughout an individual’s lifetime and impact future generations of their family; and 

WHEREAS, childhood trauma, including abuse and neglect, is a serious problem affecting every 
community, and finding solutions requires input and action from everyone; and 

WHEREAS, children who live in families with access to concrete economic and social supports are less 
likely to experience abuse and neglect; and 

WHEREAS, nurturing positive childhoods and preventing child maltreatment is possible because of the 
partnerships created between families, prevention advocates, child welfare professionals, education, 
health, community, and faith-based organizations, businesses, law enforcement agencies, and local, state, 
and national governments; and 

WHEREAS, we acknowledge that in order to solve the public health issue of abuse and neglect we must 
work together to change hearts and mindsets through storytelling and sharing, center the needs of 
families, break down bias and barriers, and inspire action from expected and unexpected partners; and 

WHEREAS, we are committed to advancing equitable, responsive, and effective systems that ensure all 
children and families are healthy and thriving; and 

WHEREAS, we recognize the need to prioritize kids and invest in more prevention initiatives like home 
visiting and family-strengthening policies, economic supports, and community-based child abuse 
prevention programs at the national, state, and local levels. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAMINED that the Sampson County Board of Commissioners 
recognizes April 2024 as Child Abuse Prevention Month and urges all citizens to recognize this month by 
building a narrative of hope for children and families through collaboration and the creation of an 
ecosystem of primary prevention that does not currently exist in this country. 

ADOPTED this 8th day of April, 2024. 

     ____________________________________ 
R. Jerol Kivett, Chairman

ATTEST: ____________________________________ 
Stephanie P. Shannon, Clerk to the Board 
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Proclamation Recognizing May 2024 as Older Americans Month 

WHEREAS May is Older Americans Month, a time for us to recognize and honor 
Sampson County’s older adults and their immense influence on every facet of society; 
and 

WHEREAS, through their wealth of life experience and wisdom, older adults guide our 
younger generations and carry forward abundant cultural and historical knowledge; 
and 

WHEREAS, older Americans improve our communities through intergenerational 
relationships, community service, civic engagement, and many other activities; and 

WHEREAS, communities benefit when people of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds 
have the opportunity to participate and live independently; and 

WHEREAS, Sampson County must ensure that older Americans have the resources and 
support needed to stay involved in their communities — reflecting our commitment to 
inclusivity and connectedness; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAMINED that the Sampson County Board of 
Commissioners recognizes May 2024 as Older Americans Month.  This year's theme, 
"Powered by Connection," emphasizes the profound impact of meaningful interactions 
and social connection on the well-being and health of older adults in our community. 
We call upon all residents to join us in recognizing the contributions of our older 
citizens and promoting programs and activities that foster connection, inclusion, and 
support for older adults. 

ADOPTED this 8th day of April, 2024. 

____________________________________ 
R. Jerol Kivett, Chairman

ATTEST: ____________________________________ 
Stephanie P. Shannon, Clerk to the Board 
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To:    Mr. Edwin Causey 
    County Manager 
  
    Stephanie Shannon 
    Clerk to the Board 
 
From:      Wanda Robinson 
   Health Director 
 
Subject:  County Commissioner’s Consent Agenda 
 
Date:      March 25, 2024 
 
 
Attached are items that were approved by the SCHD Health Advisory Committee on March 18, 2024.  
These are items are being submitted for approval by the County Commissioners. 

 
I. Fee/CPT Code Update 
II. Environmental Health Fee Update 

 
For any questions or comments, please contact me. Your assistance is appreciated. 
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Sampson County Health Department Fees/CPT Update 

March 18th, 2024 

Date Added Name of Procedure LabCorp 
Order 

Number 

CPT Code Current 
Price 

Recommended 
Price 

01/25/2024 Real Time Abbott- HIV Test 550880 87536 N/A $576.85 
02/02/2024 GGT 001958 82977 N/A $17.72 
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Sampson County Environmental Health Department Fees Update 

03/18/2024 

Date Added Name of Procedure Current 
Price 

Recommended 
Price 

3/18/2024 EOP/AOWE Permit Fee – Standard 
Soil Scientist 

90.00 35.00 

3/18/2024 EOP/AOWE Permit Fee – Medium 
Soil Scientist 

105.00 35.00 

3/18/2024 EOP/AOWE Permit Fee – Large 
Soil Scientist 

135.00 35.00 

3/18/2024 Food and Lodging Plan Review 300.00 $250.00 
3/18/2024 A2 Improvement Permit Only 

Soil Scientist 
New $150.00 

3/18/2024 A2 Construction Authorization - Small 
Soil Scientist 

New $60.00 

3/18/2024 A2 Construction Authorization - Medium 
Soil Scientist 

New $80.00 

3/18/2024 A2 Construction Authorization - Large 
Soil Scientist 

New $120.00 

3/18/2024 A2 New Septic System/ Full Permit - Small 
Soil Scientist 

New $120.00 

3/18/2024 A2 New Septic System/ Full Permit - Medium 
Soil Scientist 

New $140.00 

3/18/2024 A2 New Septic System/ Full Permit - Large 
Soil Scientist 

New $180.00 
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SAMPSON COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
            ITEM ABSTRACT 

 
ITEM NO. 

 
6 

 

     
 x Information Only  Public Comment 

Meeting Date: April 8, 2024  Report/Presentation  Closed Session 

   Action Item  Planning/Zoning 

   Consent Agenda  Water District Issue 

  

 
INFORMATION ONLY 

 
 For all Board Information items, please contact the County Manager’s Office if you wish to 

have additional information on any of the following. 
 

• January 2, 2024 SCHD Health Advisory Committee Minutes 

• 2023 SOTCH Report 
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To:    Mr. Edwin Causey 
    County Manager 
  
    Stephanie Shannon 
    Clerk to the Board 
 
From:      Wanda Robinson 
   Health Director 
 
Subject:  County Commissioner’s Agenda-Information Items 
 
Date:    March 25, 2024 
 
Attached are items that were approved by the SCHD Health Advisory Committee on March 18, 2024.  
These are being submitted as information items for review by the County Commissioners. 

 
I. January 2, 2024- SCHD Health Advisory Committee Minutes 
II. 2023 SOTCH Report 

 
For any questions or comments, please contact me. Your assistance is appreciated. 
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2023 SOTCH 

 

The Sampson County State of the County Health (SOTCH) report provides information for the health priorities 
identified in Sampson County's 2021 Community Health Assessment (CHA). The report serves as an update of 
action taken to address these priorities and highlights the ongoing need for Sampson County to collectively address 
social determinants of health through our Community Health Improvement Plans (CHIPS). 

Obesity (through exercise & nutrition): 

• NC Cooperative Extension Health & Wellness Programs - Youth: Sampson County Cooperative Extension
teaches nutrition education and physical activity programming to youth through a variety of programs. These
include nutrition and cooking presentations, food pantry work in the schools, and 4-H cooking camps. In 2023,
the Family & Consumer Sciences (FCS) Agent participated in a total of 11 programs that reached 730 youth.
Of those youth, 41% enhanced their knowledge of health, 44% increased their fruit and vegetable consumption,
and 16% increased their physical activity level.

• NC Cooperative Extension Health & Wellness Programs - Adults:  Sampson County Cooperative
Extension teaches nutrition education, food safety, and physical activity programming to adults through a
variety of programs. These include nutrition programs such as Med Instead of Meds, Dining with Diabetes, and
Cook Smart Eat Smart; physical activity programs such as Lifelong Improvements Through Fitness Together
(LIFT); and nutrition and cooking presentations at the senior centers. In 2023, the FCS Agent hosted a total of
33 programs that reached 314 adults. Of those adults, 14% increased their consumption of fruits and vegetables
and 4% increased their physical activity.

• NC Cooperative Extension Healthy & Wellness Mass Media: The Sampson County Cooperative Extension
FCS Agent provides nutrition education via several different mass media sources. These include a cooking
show with STAR Communications Productions called At the Table, weekly articles to three different local
newspaper outlets, and a radio segment called The Extension Minute to two radio stations. In 2023, a total of
24 At the Table shows were filmed reaching an estimated 148,929 people via YouTube and STAR TV. An
estimated 1,680,000 individuals were reached via newspaper articles to The Sampson Independent, The
Sampson Weekly, and the Daily Record in Dunn. In 2023, WCKB and Oldies1170 radio stations aired five (5)
Extension Minute nutrition segments that reached an estimated 200,000 individuals in the Sampson County
area.

• Steps to Health: Steps to Health is a North Carolina State University's Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program-Education (SNAP-Ed) Program. The program empowers youth, adults, and communities through
evidence-based nutrition programs to promote healthy eating behaviors and food resource management
strategies. The Sampson County Cooperative Extension FCS Agent reached two (2) schools in 2023 with Steps
to Health (STH) programming. These included Color Me Healthy with LC Kerr Elementary Kindergarteners
and STH 2nd grade programming at Midway Elementary. A total of 305 youth were served, with 7% increasing
their fruit and vegetable intake and 3% increasing their physical activity.

• Diabetes Self-Management Education and Support (DSMES): DSMES focuses on self-care behaviors as a
key step in improving health outcomes and quality of life for people with diabetes. In 2023, Sampson County
Health Department conducted 44 individual and group classes to 46 participants.

 Progress on CHIP 
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Substance Use: 

• Naloxone Kit Distribution: Sampson County Health Department (SCHD) dispensed 86 Naloxone kits through 
the pharmacy and community events. Naloxone kits dispensed by SCHD contain a card with instructions to 
anonymously report use of the kit and location of the reversal. To date, no reversals have been reported. 

• Operation Medicine Drop: Clinton Police Department (CPD) collected 590 pounds of expired and unwanted 
over-the counter and prescription medications through their permanent drop box, community take-back events, 
and collections from local pharmacies such as Clinton Drug and Matthews Drug. To date, this is the largest 
amount of medication annually collected by CPD.  

• QuitlineNC: Sampson County Health Department (SCHD) enrolled in the QuitlineNC eReferral Portal, the 
new online method to submit tobacco cessation referrals. In 2023, SCHD made 12 referrals using the online 
portal.  

Teen Pregnancy: 

• Reducing the Risk: During the 2022-2023 school year, the Reducing the Risk curriculum was taught to ninth 
grade classes at three local high schools: Hobbton, Lakewood, and Union. A total of 362 students completed the 
program offered by Academic Abundance, Inc., the non-profit that provides target instruction in teen pregnancy 
prevention and adolescent decision making skills. 
 

• FLASH and 3Rs Curriculums: When the new grant cycle was opened beginning with the 2023-2024 school 
year, changes to the Reducing the Risk curriculum were identified. Academic Abundance, Inc. was given 
information on the FLASH and 3Rs curriculums. While the non-profit did not have to identify a curriculum 
choice for the grant application, they did have to agree to go through a process during the first year of the grant 
for a new curriculum selection. The Reducing the Risk curriculum has been in place for over 12 years and the 
new curriculum choices are more current and reflective of the nature of students and communities being served, 
as well as being more aligned with the new standards for the Health and PE ninth grade classroom.  

 

 

COVID-19 
Effective May 12, 2023, COVID-19 was no longer considered a reportable condition by North Carolina state law 
(10A NCAC 41A .0101), meaning that physicians and laboratories were no longer required to report individual 
cases or deaths to local public health departments. With this change, coupled with the increased use of at-home 
COVID-19 tests, the reporting numbers listed are not an accurate depiction of the amount of COVID-19 cases in 
our county in 2023. Sampson County reported 2,054 COVID-19 cases and seven (7) deaths. Although individual 
cases were not reportable, we are still required to investigate and report outbreaks to the state per Rule 10A NCAC 
41A .0103, as with other non-reportable conditions - e.g., influenza, RSV, norovirus.  

 
Opioids/Overdoses 
The NC Opioid and Substance Use Action Plan Data Dashboard reports there were 16 overdose deaths and 79 
Emergency Department (ED) visits for suspected overdoses in Sampson County in 2022 (2022 death data are 
provisional and likely to increase as cases are finalized). Since 2021, there has been a 27% decrease in the number 
of overdose deaths and a 17% decrease in the number of overdose ED visits. 

 
 

            Morbidity and Mortality Changes Since Last CHA 
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Tuberculosis 
There were three Tuberculosis (TB) cases in 2023 compared to five cases in 2022 which was a 40% decrease in 
cases. However, despite being curable and preventable, there was one death from TB in 2023. 
 
Syphilis 
There were 44 syphilis cases, including two ocular cases, in 2023 compared to 30 syphilis cases in 2022.  
 
 
 
 
Advancing Equity (Discontinued) 
Funding from the North Carolina Division of Public Health through Agreement Addendum (AA) 466 Advancing 
Equity ended in June 2023. Subsequently, advancing health and/or racial equity was incorporated into the Healthy 
Communities AA for Fiscal Year 2023-2024. 

Consolidation of Trillium, Eastpointe, Sandhills (New) 
In December 2023, North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services approved the consolidation 
agreement between Trillium Health Resources and Eastpointe Human Services, which provided managed care 
services to North Carolina’s Medicaid population. This approval included the consolidation of Eastpointe and 
Sandhills Center. The combined region will include a total of 46 counties that will be operated by Trillium and has 
been structured to preserve the local connections that are critical to North Carolina’s, including Sampson County’s, 
public behavioral health system. 

County Initiatives for Impact of Opioid Use (New) 
Sampson County Health Department was awarded $60,000 from Eastpointe to address the impact of opioid use in 
Sampson County through coalition building. 

Medicaid Expansion (New)  
The launch of Medicaid Expansion on December 1, 2023 extended healthcare coverage to more than 600,000 
newly eligible North Carolinians, including Sampson County residents, through NC Medicaid. 

Supporting Women’s Health Services (New) 
Sampson County Health Department was awarded funding of $150,000 per year for a period of three years to 
increase access to contraceptives (program aim) by providing extended clinical hours beyond normal business 
hours (evidence-based/informed strategy).  

TestAndGo™ Kiosk (New) 
In early 2023, Sampson County Health Department (SCHD) obtained a pilot TestAndGo kiosk with funding from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Increasing Community Access to Testing (ICATT) program to offer 
COVID-19 PCR and Antigen tests. The pilot contract expired at the end of the COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency in May 2023. SCHD then partnered with LTS Health to lease the fully-automated kiosk under a new 
contract beginning June 1, 2023 – with the addition of dispensing Naloxone. Since incorporating Naloxone into the 
self-service healthcare kiosk, fort47) Naloxone kits were dispensed between June-December. 
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